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CONTACTS/INFORMATION

To reach the executive board email list serve: offpdk@waldenu.edu
To view current information concerning the Chapter on-line go to:  http://waldenpdk.org

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO EACH AND EVERY ONE!

A.  Web-Site Honors--Members, during the past couple of months much has been going on.  Our chapter received another honor.  Our web-site was selected as the best within PDK, as our past president Charles said in an email message to all members:

PDK MEMBERS:   As the Past President of the Walden University Cyberspace Chapter, I am  pleased and honored with yet another distinguished honor for our chapter.  Congratulations! are in order to Gay Wiseman our website chairperson who  created this beautiful site. I am sure the entire Cyberspace Chapter at  Walden is proud and happy to receive this honor. A special thanks to all of  the officers who assisted with the reports that were submitted to  international to make this become a reality. Again, congratulations! and let  us continue to move on with our "progressive agenda." Good luck John! you  are doing a great job. 

B.  Discussion Board—this past membership meeting was the first time we used the current web enhanced discussion board.  Members were able to meet together and conduct business, and offer input relative to various discussion threads.  This event commenced with the following message from Gay:

Hi all, Please try out this discussion board format. http://waldenpdk.org/cgi-bin/ikonboard/ikonboard.cgi 

C.  General Membership Meeting—as indicated in B. above, our chapter held its most recent general membership meeting recently, starting with the following message to members:

Dear Chapter members and Visitors: Please join us for our Bi-Monthly General Membership Meeting at our "new and improved" Meeting Site at: 

http://waldenpdk.org/meetings.htm 

I hope you enjoy the new surroundings and venue.

Also, the following was sent out:

Hello everyone,

This is just a reminder that our current chapter meeting will continue through Sunday, December 2nd. We are trying out a new discussion board format for this meeting, and I encourage you to visit the board every day or two throughout the meeting period to share thoughts with your PDK colleagues on several issues up for discussion.

In the discussion board you click on the titles of topics or posts to read the messages. You can use the outline of the folder path at the top of each discussion board page to navigate back to the top of the board where all discussion categories and threads can be accessed Some members have reported that they are not recognized when they try to login after registering  previously, and have to re-register each time they want to post to the board. I am sorry about that--I do not know what is  causing the problem but I am researching it and will fix it as soon as I can. You may still use the pdk@waldenu.edu mailing list to contribute to the discussions if you are having trouble with the board. Remember that the mailing list is not always "immediate" however. It may take up to 24 hours for your message to go out. Please hang in there, as we work together to establish a smooth communication system for our meetings. Your feedback is helpful.
D.  New Officers—

Please welcome our newest officer: 

Vice President of Programs: Chad M. Barrett 

Chad works as an Assessment Specialist (Math) for ETS K-12Works. He can be reached by email at: cbarrett42@visto.com 

Historian—our chapter also recently added another officer.  Claudette Humphrey accepted the position of Historian.  Welcome Claudette. 

E.  Reports from Officers—Reports submitted by chapter officers during the most recent meeting may be accessed through the "Meeting Room" on the chapter website, http://waldenpdk.org.

F.  Membership Survey—Here in the near future our membership will be surveyed in an effort to find out what the membership wants out of their PDK membership in the Walden Cyber Chapter.  This survey will be led by Chad.  The development of a survey instrument will take about a week to put together, and then it will need to be approved by the officers before it is sent out.  When you receive it, please take time to complete it.  The turnout at our general membership meeting is not what the officers would like to see.  They are very interested in finding out what you want!

G.  List-serve problems—some of you may have experienced list-serve problems.  This may be caused by various things/events.  Members are free to unsubscribe at will, and our officers don't know when they do. Also, sometimes a members' email address starts to bounce list serve messages.  List-serve handlers often have no way to trace a bouncing address, because it is an address that the member set their subscription to FORWARD messages to. For example, our list shows John Doe subscribed as johndoe@waldenu.edu"; but John Doe has set his mail to be forwarded to "anyaddress@anyISP.com". When he/she then (sometime in future) changes Internet service providers, he may not remember to update his forwarding address, and "anyaddress@anyISP.com" begins to bounce our messages. Since officers have no way to trace this to find out who the member is, John Doe is unsubscribed by the Walden system after a series of bounced messages. There is no automatic process of adding new members to the subscription list. There is a link at the bottom right of our main web page that accesses the subscribe/unsubscribe site for all Walden mailing lists. But our chapter mailing list is a private one, and subscriptions require approval from a "list owner" to actually go through. Unless new members subscribe themselves at the website, and they have been verified through Sandi that they are indeed members, they do NOT get messages.  New members should make sure they are listed, officers do not want them missing any of the information and membership perks.  All of us should take a few minutes to make sure we are listed.

 H.  Meeting links—Please make note of the following for use in the future:

Our chapter president's welcome message and meeting opener is posted in the

meeting room of our chapter website, where you will find a link 

to the discussion board: http://waldenpdk.org/meetings.htm
I.  Education—as usual here are some questions for consideration:

Recently Congress and the President signed a new education reform package.  What do you as members of the PDK Cyber Chapter think of this package?  What do you plan on doing to implement these reforms?  What do you think the long-term prospects are?

