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Another Call To Members


Again, we call to the members to share your thoughts and accomplishments. The Walden PDK Chapter would like to highlight member’s contributions to education. We are soliciting excerpts from application of course work and KAMS that are related to our mission in education and wish to publish that (with permission) to our members. Submissions can be abstracts or annotated bibliographies so that we don't infringe on copyrights nor university policies.


In addition, we would like to know what our membership is doing. Are you participating in or conducting any studies? What are you doing in your local communities to promote education? We want to know!


Please submit information to Barbara A. Hopkins-Cox, MS, Walden PDK Newsletter Editor at � HYPERLINK "mailto:b2ad@yahoo.com" ��b2ad@yahoo.com�. 


�


�Would you like to the proud owner of a Walden PDK Name Badge? Or give a name badge to a new member as a welcome gift? If so, there are 4 things you need to do:


Make out a check for $15.00 payable to Jennifer Pullman. 


Send a self-addressed envelope with 2 first class stamps affixed. 


Include a note indicating how you would like your name line to read. 


Send it all to:


Jennifer Pullman


1306 W. Amaranth St.


Egg Harbor, NJ 08215


All orders received by the 1st of the month will be sent out the 15th of the following month.


Calendar of Events


Next Online Meeting:	April 5 – 10


http://waldenpdk.org “Meeting Center”


Walk For Education:	November 10-13, 2005


New Orleans
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Keepers of the Kappa





Marion Carpenter (President): At the ripe old age of five, I declared to the world that I would be a teacher when I grew up.  Furthermore, I would teach on an Indian reservation and help children who were crippled.  This became a family joke for years, and later, my family’s joy.  Nobody in either of my parents’ extended families had ever even attended college at the time; most did not graduate from grade school, and none had graduated from high school.  As immigrants from the Arctic Circle area above Finland, it was survival that was on all four of my grandparents’ minds, and later, on my parents’ minds.  I never wavered from my ideal, and years later, graduated from Eastern Michigan University – a teacher of special education at last! 


I am now on my 37th year of working in education, and my love for it has never diminished.  I have taught every area from preschool through college. I also had the extreme pleasure of serving as a special education director for two years.  I quickly learned that the classroom was my calling, and returned to do two years of “regular” third grade classes.  The rest has been in special education, of which I have taught in every area except the totally blind.  I’m presently teaching high school, and I look forward to every day with my students.  As their last stop before reaching the “real world” I work them hard, and some day they’ll actually appreciate it! 


I also fulfilled my second childhood dream. As an officer of the Public Health Service, Division of Indian Health, my husband led me to my fulfillment of working with Native Americans.  The first was the Northern Cheyenne, in Lame Deer, Montana.  At present, we are in Tahlequah, Oklahoma, capital of the Cherokee Nation and home of many other members of the five civilized tribes- Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, and Seminole. 


 I’ve taught in Michigan, California, Wyoming, Montana, Wisconsin, and Oklahoma.  As a life long learner, I have over 425 college credit hours not counting workshops.  I’ve been Teacher of the Year, in Who’s Who Among Women and most recently was nominated to be in Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers.  I am co-author of a book entitled Effective Teaching Practices for Native Americans, and am the only known person to work with both Northwest Regional Educational Labs and Southwest Regional Educational Labs.  Presently, I’ve been asked to be editor of a trilogy of Christian daily devotionals, but have not yet begun.  I am also a moderator/contributor for Walden’s Christian listserv and was the vice president of membership of our PDK Cyberspace Club. I was instrumental in forming the Club into a full fledged Chapter.


One of my hobbies has led to a moonlighting job.  I’m a free lance photo journalist, specializing in team penning, mutton busting, bull riding, rodeos, re-enactments, and granddaughter pictures.  I’ve been blessed by having my photos on bill boards in 3 states, and am heavily published in many publications and brochures.  I am a regular contributor to Team Pen America, a national team penning magazine, and now to Humps N’ Horns, an international bull riders’ magazine.


In looking back over the years, I believe my advice to the younger ones is to keep life full and interesting, try new things, and learn and laugh daily, as life goes by all too quickly.  


Marilyn K. Simon, Ph.D. (Advisor): Dr. Simon has been the faculty advisor for Walden’s Phi Delta Kappa cyber chapter since its inception. A Walden University graduate herself, Marilyn K. Simon’s vast career in education spans more than 30 years. In those 30 years, Simon has made significant contributions in the areas of education technology, curriculum development and assessment, mathematics education, and adult continuing education. Countless learners, instructors, facilitators, trainers, teachers and human resources professionals have benefited from her close mentorship and sharp insight.


She holds a Ph.D. in the philosophy of education, with a specialization in mathematics education and technology, from Walden University, a Master of Science degree in mathematics teaching from The Illinois Institute of Technology and a Bachelor of Arts degree in mathematics and education from the City of New York University, Brooklyn College. She has conducted post-doctoral research in Women and Mathematics at the Institute of Advanced Studies in Princeton, New Jersey, and has also done extensive research in Chaos Theory and overcoming Mathematics Anxiety. In addition, Dr. Simon is a certified online instructor.


�


Simon is currently an independent educational consultant for the University of California, California State University, and South Australia University, among many other education institutions. She is currently the academic council representative at Walden for the School of Education.


Prior to establishing her own business, Simon served as systems analyst and educational consultant for Sharps Hospital in San Diego, Calif., where she designed and implemented continuing education programs for laboratory personnel. She was also an instructor of mathematics at San Diego State University, and taught in the inner-city of Chicago for six years. She also served as an ambassador for Mathematics Education in South Africa.





PDK International Annual Due$





There has been a lot of talk lately about the increase in membership dues. Upon a little bit if research I have found that dues range from $70 for membership in the Fordham University, New York chapter to $110 for membership in the Montclair University, New Jersey chapter. Each chapter is afforded a certain percentage of the overall dues to handle Chapter business. The remainder of the funds goes to PDK International.


So what does that mean for the Walden Chapter? We don’t know yet. But, rest assured our Walden Cyberspace Chapter leadership is working diligently on finding the answer. In the meantime, let’s discuss what benefits are afforded members of Phi Delta Kappa.


There are 4 different types of membership available: Professional, Undergraduate, Associate, and Institutional. With an annual fee of $85, the Professional membership, intended for individuals within the educational field, is the most comprehensive. It encompasses subscriptions to both the Phi Delta Kappan and the PDK Connection. In addition, professional members are afforded 24-hour access to all PDK publications, discounted rates for annual conferences and professional development workshops, and access to international and local scholarship and fellowship programs. Professional members may also vote, hold office, and have optional affiliation with a local chapter.


The undergraduate membership, at $42.50 per annum, is designed for individuals enrolled in an accredited 4-year education program. Undergraduate members are afforded the same privileges as Professional members, with the exception of voting rights, holding office, discounted rate for professional development workshops, access to international and local scholarship and fellowship programs, and optional affiliation with a local chapter.
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Associate membership, designed for individuals not associated with the educational field, but understands the importance of education and the role it plays in preparing future generations to meet the challenges of life and the workplace. Like the Professional membership annual dues are $85. However, Associate members are afforded the same benefits as Undergraduate members but with the added benefit of access to the PDK database for online information such as � HYPERLINK "http://www.pdkmembers.org/CGI-BIN/LANSAWEB?procfun+CE_BUILD+ARCHIV1+pdk" �articles� on education topics, issues, and a portion of the membership dues help support Future Educators of America and scholarships for graduating high school seniors who have selected teaching as a career choice.


And of course, institutional memberships are for institutions and their students and/or employees. 


Now that we have a better idea of how our dues are used and the benefits afforded the different types of membership, it seems that the benefits far outweigh the costs. So, when you receive the invoice for your annual dues, think about how membership in the PDK can benefit you and your community. 


Opportunity Highlight


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pdkintl.org/edfnd/scholgf.htm" ��Graduate Fellowship in Educational Leadership�: These fellowships are designed to support Kappan graduate students pursuing master's, specialist, or doctoral degrees. The graduate fellowship program honors three former international presidents: Emery Stoops, Howard M. Soule, and Charles R. Foster. Applications are available between January 15 and May 15 each year, with a submission deadline of June 1. Seven fellowships are awarded annually: 2 @ $1,500; 1 @ $1,000; 1 @ $750; 3 @ $500. For more information click on the link above.
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